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both for principal and interest.   Canning's promptitude
countermined the Tilsit conspiracy.
Foiled in the Baltic, Napoleon turned next to the Iberian
Peninsula. In 1801 he had compelled Spain to attack
ATTACK ON Portugal in order to force the latter to close
PORTUGAL her p0rts to English commerce. This step
was fatal to the trade of Portugal, and in 1804 she purchased
from Napoleon a formal recognition of neutrality. After
Tilsit this arrangement no longer suited Napoleon's con-
venience. Accordingly he determined to revoke the neu-
trality, to partition Portugal and to seize its fleet. As a
preliminary he demanded the adhesion of Portugal to the
Continental System; the seizure of all English subjects and
property within the kingdom, and an immediate declaration
of war against England. Portugal hesitated to comply.
Hesitation was enough. Junot, at the head of a large army
already collected on the Spanish frontier, crossed the
Bidassoa on 19 October and advanced against Portugal;
the royal family escaped, under the protection of the
English fleet, to Brazil; one day later (i December 1807)
Junot entered Lisbon, and a declaration was issued that
'the House of Braganza had ceased to reign'. But
Napoleon was forestalled. The Portuguese fleet was saved.
The attack upon Portugal, insignificant in itself, proved to
be the opening of one of the most momentous chapters in
European history. Hitherto Napoleon had been at war
mainly with Governments, and one Government after
another had gone down before him. He was now to come
into conflict with a people, and thus to evoke, in antagonism
to himself, the potent force of nationality. Tilsit, so com-
monly regarded as the zenith of Napoleon's career, marks,
in reality, the beginning of his decline. To all outward
seeming his power was never more dazzling, never more in-
tact. But the seeds of decay had been already sown, and
the harvest, though distant, was assured.,,